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General Meeting  

Thursday, July 25th, 7:30 PM at the 

Junior League of Tucson   

2099 E. River Road 
 

Program:   Edible Ponds: A beauti-
ful way to grow your own food   By 

Stéphane Herbert-Fort,  Owner & Operator of 
Local Roots Aquaponics (More about our 
speaker & subject,  page 2) 

 

 Refreshments & Thanks to:   

Barbara Phillips & Kathy Harris 
 

Pick up your ticket at the door for the July raffle. 

Bring & share your extra plants & stuff. 

Board Meetings 
Date/Location 

 
Next Meeting: 

 

July 18th 

Thursday 
 7:00 PM  

at the Junior 
League of  

Tucson 
 

Board Room 

 
All club mem-
bers are wel-
come to attend & 
participate.   

 

Inside this issue: 

NOTEWORTHY: 

  

     Our September 
Public Tour is shaping 
up!  It’s going to focus 
on watergardens as in-
tegral parts of outdoor 
living spaces.  More de-
tails next month!  Best 
of all,  it’s FREE!  In-
vite your friends along.   

Ponderings  

Official  
Newsletter of  
The Tucson  
Watergardeners 
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Hummingbird References 

 
The handouts (plants hummingbirds like & rescue infor-
mation) referenced by our June speaker, Noreen Geyer-

Kordosky, Tucson Mountain Hummingbird Rescue,  have 

now been posted at:  http://tucsonwatergardeners.org/ 

 

 

 Keep skimmer baskets/nets clean 

 If excess pond muck has accumulated on filter 

pads,  gently swish off the excess —don’t destroy 

the good bacteria—get media back in the water 

quickly. 

 Good to have a spare pump in this hot weather — 

just in case there’s a failure. 

 Don’t overfeed your fish in this heat. 

 If a water quality problem is suspected,  check the 

water pH level—healthy is between 6.5 and 7.5,  

with 7.0 (neutral) being ideal. 

 Be vigilant in our monsoon weather—the Sonoran 

Toad that secretes poison —and its tadpoles, may 

be attracted to your pond. 

Umbrella grass gets  

a ride home! 

New club members, Alan and Denise Lee, find a unique 

way to get their umbrella grass home after the June 

meeting plant give-away!   This ambitious couple 

counts five ponds on their property.   

                   Photo courtesy Dennis McMacken. 

Did you know… 
 

that the Southwest has its very own native waterlily?  It’s the 

Nymphaea mexicana, or,  more commonly called Yellow Wa-

terlily or Banana Waterlily (because its stolens bear yellow 

roots resembling a small bunch of bananas).  The flower is 
yellow,  with pointed,  star-like petals, on a stem rising above 

the water surface several inches.  While this aquatic plant can 

become very problematic in waterways,  it can be more easily 
contained in a watergarden.  Yes!  Nymphaea mexicana ad-

justs well to our desert ponds and overwinters without too 

much difficulty.   

Summer Reminders 

 

Edible Ponds 

Join us for a talk by Local Roots Aquaponics on Edible 

Ponds: what they are, how to build one, and why all 

pond owners should consider them. We will discuss edi-

ble fish, plants, appropriate building materials and tech-

niques. Learn how to transform your pond into an oasis 

of food production at this unique talk, specially pre-

pared for the Tucson Watergardeners. 

About Our Speaker 
 

Dr. Stéphane Herbert-Fort owns and operates 

Local Roots Aquaponics, a local Tucson busi-

ness focused on helping people grow their own 

food using aquaponics, by raising fish and 

plants together.  We love talking aquaponics! 

For more information please visit: 

www.localrootsaquaponics.com 

 
Editor’s Note:  We welcome Dr. Herbert-Fort back!  He 

gave an overview on aquaponics to our club in March 

2012.   
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Your 2013 Board —Officers & Directors 

President:          JoAn Stolley     jstolley@cox.net 
Vice President:  Pam Glenn      pglenn4@cox.net 
Treasurer:          Bill Hudson      lloydhudson@cox.net 
Secretary:          Ray March       rmarch123@comcast.net 
Past President:  Paul Roberts   paulrwi@aol.com 
 
Board:  
Jane Canada         janemcan@cox.net 
Mary McMacken    azwhiner@yahoo.com 
Toni Moore            tmoore1@flash.net 
Barbara Phillips    bjpovaz@comcast.net 
Bob Publicover     bobandarnelle@yahoo.com 
Wayne Tomczyk   waynet987@aol.com  
 
Other Positions: 
Membership:     Smokie Steffe     smokie@dakotacom.net 
Editor:                JoAn Stolley        jstolley@cox.net 
Webmaster:       HL Swain             hl@swain.net    
Refreshments:  Dennis McMacken  dkmcmacken@yahoo.com 

                              Mary McMacken  azwhiner@yahoo.com 

 

September 14-15 Tour 
 

 

 

Raffle tickets $1 each; 

or, 6 tickets for $5.   

Winning ticket will be 

drawn in September in 

conjunction with our 

Pond Tour.  Buy your 

tickets at our July meet-

ing! 

Fertilizer Spikes & Tabs Available at July Meeting.  
$5.00 package/tabs; $7.00 package/spikes. 

Call Is Out... 

                               2014 Officer & Board Nominations 

It’s really not too early to be thinking about the club’s 2014 watergardening season.  Key to the upcom-

ing season’s success is to have in place — this October,  a set of elected Officers and Board members to 

continue to make things happen.  

 

Up for election are the following positions:  President, Vice President,  Secretary, Treasurer, and 

three Board members.  Incoming officers serve a one-year term,  and may be re-elected to a second year 

term.  Board members will be elected for a two-year term (2014-2015).   According to the club’s By-

laws,  officers may not be elected for more than two consecutive one-year terms.  A full set of By-laws 

can be found at:    http://tucsonwatergardeners.org/BylawsTucsonWatergardeners.pdf .  These By-laws 

also include a set of outlined responsibilities for each Office. 

 

While the “bureaucratic” answer is that the By-laws state that no one person can serve in the same posi-

tion more than two years ( Current President, Vice President & Treasurer are in this situation),  the con-

tinued vitality of our club actually depends on new ideas and fresh approaches constantly being infused 

into our activities and programs.  We are a club that was established in 1999.  The periodic election of 

new officers and board members has ensured that the Tucson Valley has enjoyed an on-going club that 

continues to promote interests in water gardening, aquatic plants,  and ponding —and helping folks and 

other non-profit organizations out.   

 

Please consider serving our club in an elected capacity.  I would love a phone call or e-mail volunteer-

ing your time and talents to our watergardening community.            JoAn 



The Tucson Watergardeners 

7033 E Paseo San Andres 

Tucson, AZ  85710 

  

  Aquatic Plant Profile 

Water Zinnia 
Wedelia Trilobata 

Asteraceae (Sunflower) Family 

An interesting tropical marginal bog plant is the Water 

Zinnia.  Its solitary yellow daisy-like flower resembles a 

marigold or zinnia.  This is a ground cover that is grown 

successfully in our desert environment along streams or in 

moist bog areas — spreading out by runners.  It can be 

used to naturalize a stream or bog area, with its jagged, 

dark green leaves creating a mass of soft color. 

 

The Water Zinnia goes by many other names,  including 

Singapore Daisy, Creeping Oxeye, and Trailing Daisy. 

 

In humid climates,  such as Florida,  it is considered a 

noxious weed and invasive because of its rapid growth pattern.  

However,  it is much more easily controlled in our dry desert 

environment.   

 

   Aquatic Mint 

Mentha aquatica 

Our web address: http://tucsonwatergardeners.org/ 

                                 Photo courtesy Pam Glenn. 


